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Abdus Shahid came to England from
Bangladesh in 1963, settled in the

north and started working. His wife
. and children first applied in 1972

to join him. Since then the family
. have been through a succession of

interviews in Dacca and appeals in
Manchester and Leeds. The last ap-
Nessa had never existed and the peal was turned dokm, dn Hay {19698

® boys were not the sons of Abdul The same woman and the same child-

bdul w“hld Wahid. The whole family had been Ryt A e G o s

invented so Mr. Wahid could claim @il oyst Ageln Mihistrawflyinas

tny relfufs made a consistent application for

: s ; ten years to be re-united. The eld-
In 1974 - soon after their APPEAL est son is now "too 0ld" to apply
nother Foyzun Nessa died - Anhar, : e according to the immigrati 1

Nocahu, and Khosru first applied When the sons  gappeatied : ; ot Hligati

to join their father Abdul Wahid against tiois SnoRsense, i s

and his 2nd wife Mumilla Khatun another 2 years before Adjudicator
in Oldham. Eight years later,

Anderson read the files, listened { d tion including:

they were finally getting justice, LO_Abdul Wshid, and decided in - { ¢ i 3 - money order receipts for finan-
as the adjudicator ruled in their 1978 thatl EKO' Watts was right. 5 1 y cial support sent to the family
favour on Aug. 3, '82, In Feb. '80, all four sons o : | i - & ! over a 20 year period, totalling

The road had been long. re-applied and by Nov. '8l they ) . 5 o T more than £2,000.
It was mid-'76 before ECO Watts Were being interviewed by ECG = i ‘ - - family photographs.
interviewed them in Dacca. He  lLangran. Langran concentrated 1 : - family letters stretching back
discovered various puzzling dis— on irrelevant details. For example over more than ten years.
crepancies. When Mumila Khatun Pe found that while Abdul Wahid| | i ) ; - old land transfer documents
had applied for entry in 1970, had told the adjudicator that B : B, . S made to the wife at the time of
she had not mentioned Foyzun his sister's husband's Ist wife : d . . - marriage.
Nessa's son Ashraf. By

1981, had 5 sons and | daughter, Anhar s / e R - affidavits, birth, marriage and
another ECO was still puzzled. now mentioned 7 sons and 3 daugh- : !

school certificates, all undisput-
The answer? The ECO's didn't ters, some very young. Langran edly genuine.
notice that their own case files refused the application. - confirmation from the Tax Office
stated that Ashraf was not born In Feb, '82, the Manchester that tax claims for the family had
until Oct, 1971! Law  Centre team went looking been re-instated after checks had
Watts uncovered other "puzzl-  for witnesses who knew the family. been made.
ing" facts. Mumilla had said 4 independent interviews showed : £
that her father died before her that villagers knew the 4 sons } X i npa e
marriage, while the boys now of Abdul Wahid by his lst marriage ‘ i ; H PLR&O{JAL VISIT TO FAMILY
said that he had died after the and that there are two more sons y : } 5 i~ 4 . o | At -he last apPeal, evidence wes
marriage. They later said they as well. At the appeal hearing 5 e | : o ; Eaist b'Y CR? sl il 'C TSR
didn't know exactly when he had in July, the Home Office Repre— - - - / cne family i DecennerSIdso M sron
died. sentative attacked the team's
Watts thought the boys looked credibility and informed them
younger than they said they were, that "Immigration procedure has
and the High Commission doctor got to be a bit inhuman". Adjudi-
thought so too. (Recently, tech- cator Paterson decided enough
niques of testing age by X Rays was enough and allowed the appeal.
have been severely criticized But  just as we finished
by UK medical opinion.) And Watts celebrating, the Home Office
found it strange that Abdul Wahid announced 1t was appealing against
had married Foyzun Nessa when Paterson's verdict. Now Abdul
he was only 21! Wahid faces a Tribunal in London,
es from 'discrepancies' between

Puttin it all together and the prospect of a long cam- ¥ 5 s
8 8 y Prospe 8 Ran2tun iiessz wiatun (wife of Abdus Shahid) and her co’iure the statements of husband, wife and

CG  Watts deduced that Foyzun paign.
“ S e e
to uncertainty about the exact age

They asked how many puppies of other members of the family (eg
havs" your dogs had - children wife's sister), or to confusion
don't count these things, and 11,200 people (1987 about the precise date of birth of
how many rooms. Then after a daughter who was never an appli-

these questions they sent my fiigures) wha have cant to come here anyway. But re-
children for X ray and said th 5 i c cords of ages and dates of birth
the age is different = CLoht e Liye i
il 2 I have been trying for suicide. My wife has been to are not generally kept in Bangla-—
They believe their X rays, together in this ten years for my family to hospital twice since we heard desh. People are bemused by quest-
not me. I give school certifi- country amE - [pedm come. I have high blood pressure the npews. My cousin has to ions ahout their own age, let alone
cates, birth certificates, 4 and mental distress. I don't guard my son to prevent him the ages of relatives.
photographs, and a letter wit- deliberately kept sleep. I have been to hospital going out to commit suicide. In law, applications must be
nessed by my Union CO””“{ CEEEE L SeE  ©F  Ghem for high blood pressure and He says "My 1life is ruined decided "on the balance of probab-
Chairman signed by 40 neighbours a peptic ulcer. - I thought I was going to ilities". The relevant information
to be judge. I swore on the have  been  waiting When I heard about the UK so I left school and my has been provided, is consistent
Hol}" Koran but they still didn't 10 yeers oF Do latest refusal I was shocked studies and now my hope of and its authenticity is undisputed.
believe me. y and couldn't sleep for three a future there has been killed But this evidence has been reject-
If we were Fnglish we days. I couldn't believe what and I have no future here eith- ed, eye-witness accounts discount-—
would get visas. . I heard. When I sent the news or.y ed, and peripheral information was
If I could go to court I have nade applicatio to my son he tried to commit Abdus Shahid used to reject the application.
1n Bangladesh many, many witnes- twice and each time lost, I
ses would give evidence and con‘t get any justice. The P
I would surely win my case. Uivided  Family Campaign 15 H F
Instead, I applied again best. I am heartbroken to be er Innce
and they called my children living without my wife and
for interview after 18 months, childrens:. 'I' ‘can't see them nrred
gave them a very short interview everyday. lWhenever I eat food 23 year old Nehar's parents, her
and rerused them again. I think of my children. only sister, and all her brothers
Forid Uddin Abdus Samad and her British born daughter are
all permanently settled in England.
Her eldest sister is married here
with two children.
Nehar and her fiance were engaged

for six years. His application for
entry clearance to Britain reached
the British High Commission in

- Dacca just 5 days after the Immig-
) ration Rules were changed in Nov.
1979. The new rules prohibit a
woman from bringing her spouse
here unless she was born in the UK.

The family has produced a mass of
evidence supporting their applica-

their visit, there was no doubt
whatever that the family correl-
ated precisely with all the docu-
mentary and photographic evidence
and with earlier statements by
husband, wife and son at interview.
There are even very striking fam-—
ily likenesses between the child-
ren and their parents.

Against this the ONLY evidence
the Home Office has produced aris-

Home Office pruwlses or a sympa-—
thetic hearing collapsed vhen they
refused the application in June
'82. Meantime, Nehar visited
Bangladesh - she now has a British
born baby girl. She and her sister
are very close; the whole fam-
ily see their long term future ., 5 L o
together in the UK. Nehar is anx- > gt 5 : . . ”""".
ious to take out UK citizenship, to Y A * -
register her allegiance to the UK. S : B )j_%::i
However she 1s held in a double _ 7 % v O iy
bind. Because her fiance lives . 5 ‘ ..;,: P
abroad, she is unlikely to get : % ¥ w,:.:..:
citizenship, even though all her
other ties are here. And unless she
1s a UK citizen, there is little
hope that her fiance can come here.

EUROPEAN COURT NO HELP
Cases before the European court
could lead to a relaxation of re-
strictions to include all UK citi-
zen women, whether citizens by Nehar and her fiance befora they heard the bad neus.
My children were here, with the children allowed and birth, registration or naturalis-
and they were crying for me, we would appeal but we lost ation. But this will still not in-— ...They refused my fiance's very much, for this reason
and so it was not possible the case in Manchester. We clude women such as Nehar. She has application. At present I am I am losing my weight, I am
for me to stay there. can't live without them, my only the 'right of permanent sett- very upset and very sad for always thinking about my life,
Nasira Bhanu wife went back straightaway; lement', and so while in theory their decision. I have a baby I have nothing to do except
(wife of Hamdu Miah) she dcesn't sleep at night entitled to all general civic who was born in Oct. '81. She die, I am suffering some physi-
Bangladesh, Feb. 1982 and she won't stay with me rights, she does not have the op- 1s nearly one year old. I can't cal and mental diseases. 1
and our children here - our portunity to enjoy a full family do anything for myself as well can't go to Bangladesh because
children there want their mother life here. This right was taken as my baby, I can't look after my father, mother, three broth-
My wife wrote to me saying with them. How can it be justice away between the time she came and her properly for which she ers, one sister, and also my
how can I come leaving my three when they are my children? the time she was old enough to 15 not growing well. I can't brother-in-law are living here.
children. 1 told her to come Hamdu Miah exercise it. sleep very well and can't eat Neharun Nessa Khatun
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