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SIRA A5 A LOCAL GR

We started as o locally based group. W waited to show braad-

based opposition to the imiigration laws froa black and white

neople in the area, by support for Nasira, Until late 1980

Nagira didn't live in Longgight,  The main factors decidling a

local focus %o start with weres =~ the Law Centke being in
Longsight,

- half the people in: the

eanpalen’ 1iving locally,

- the o0ld anti-racist group
being local, with eontacts going back 2 years:

- the area having large
Asian population, many of whom would be affected by imanigration
Laws,
For the firgt half of the campaign, up to the first Appeal in
May I980, we concentrated on 1ocal work - street meetings and
mailings. However, the comamunication was very often one way,
information going out: to names onta list. Possible gains from
thig work were.that more people had a general idea about. the
effects of the 1mL1°r ation laws and Nagira's case.
Baiviare et Tod s el a0 st activitieop which Tosal upnoLtD”
could @ovapart fron sigiing veidtiens or mrifing to MP'E8, e
dmiled tow naks good contacts with local trade union branchesg
or the local Labouzx partj ward; yet we managed to pass resolu-
tiong eaglily encugh at higher -levels of thege organigations
e had little support from black sgroups Locgllys The A“Laﬂ
Youth Hoveaent was not strong enough at the beginning of uhe
campalsh teorchange  thig blluation,
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FRIEID g OF

0SED GROUP

e publ:iciged the 1 etings and they wereiheld, in g

ne ighbourhood centre so they should have been easy 1o get Lo,
But the number of people in the group remained about 2o, ~nostly
the gaie people., Meeiin often lasted 3 hours, which aany people
thought far too long. On the whole dec clsions were taked by
consensus so that everybody in the group could have a chance

to talk about proposals. But often long drawn out argunentgs
between 2 or 3 people developed and continued froam week to week,
idinutes were taken in a haphafard way, and decisiong or digcu=-
sgiong were not publiciged to:a wider group of gipporier sy (ALL
thepe tbLnu,;.m,clu that people who came to an occasgsional
Heeting, ‘or people who wanted to be involved without havinhg o
git through oL“ nce tings found it hard to mnow what to do,
Outside'observers Baw Us & n active gelf-gufficient group.
thig meant we stayed saall and static,
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DB OF HASTRA AS

PP we produce any biling for digtribuiion I think we ghould

rite gsome thing on the probleasg this meant, I an hot convinced

we were right to exist as a white .group calling on black peopec

0 ! sihich I think we were increasingly doing,., Once
changing, e

]
we had started though, as we were Tresigtant to
o o on, - simply  to support NasliTa,

Tif LEGAL PRAME TIORK

Hore than other individual campalg we kept closely in touch
with Nasira's legal cage. ch¢ulon¢ about how to present the
case vore taken be the whole group as political decisionsg. The
dates of appeals set the tinmetabde for political moxk, with
vioils, demonstrations and puolL 1cvt1n'c 1?alinghug to th?n.
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bagsed opposition to the imuigration laws froa black and white
neop1e in the aren, by support for Nasira, Until lafe 1980
la st ad Lo il ve vin LO”vulbl4 The main factors decidiag a
woc:a,l focus Lo start with wereiy =~ the Law Centre being in
Longasights

- half the people in the
canpalen’ 1l ving locally.

- the old anti-racist group
being . local, with contacts going back 2 yearss

- the area having large
Agian population, nmany of whom would be aiffected by immigration
lawss :
For 'the firet half - of the campaign, up %o the Lirgl Appeal in
May I960, we concentrated on local work - street neetings and
mailings. However, the comamunication wag very often one way,
information going out  to naméw onva List, Posgible gaing Lfxom
neral idea about the
ra

I

thig work wexe.that nore peocple had a ge

effects of the imaiegration laws and Nagira's casc.

But g failied to thiwk of activitien which logal supporkels
coukd dosapart fron signing peibldticne ox niiling B0 HUPY S e
driled to aake gOOQ contacts with local trade union brancheg
or the local Labout:pariy ward; yet we managed to pass regolu-
blionm easily enoughvat QLUno levelsg of thege organigations

¥e had little support from black groups lecallys The Asian
Youth HMoveunent was not strong enough at the beginning of Jhe
campaign to change this sltuation,

FRIEIDS OF WASIRA AS A CLOSED GROUP

Vie publ:icised the weekly meetings and they were held in a

ne ighbourhood centre so thoy should have been eagy to get to,
But the number of people in the group remained about I2, amostly
the pane people., ﬂ“‘tings often lasted -3 hours, which wany people
et fﬂr too lon On the whole decisions were taked by
congsensus so that overybody in the group could have a chagnce

Lo el wuout proposals., But often long drayn out arguaentsg
between 2 or 3 people d5V01Oped and continued from week to week,
ilinute s were taken in a haphaZard way, and decisions or discu-
ssiong were not publicised to:a wider group of supporiters. All
thepe things meant that peeple o came to an occassional
aeeting, or people who wanted to be involved without having to
sit through our uce tingg found it hard to anow what to dian
Outglide observerg [ active gelf-sufficient group.

this meant we sgtaye Sve DICy
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for digstribuiion I think we ghould

[£ we pIrodil n

Wil e sone problems thisg meant, I an ok ‘convinced
g nare el as a white .group calling on black peope
to suppoxrt think we were increasingly doing. Once
we had staX ag ye were resigtant to changing, we

had to go on, sgimply to support Nasira,

THE LEGAL FRAUHETORK

Morc +han other individual canpaigns we kept clogely in touch
with NHasira's legal cage. Decisions about how to present the
cace vore taken be the whole group as political deciglionss The
dates of appeals set the timetabide for political work, with
vigils, demonstrations and public anectings leading up to them,
This concern with the detail of the law, while usgeful, may have
heon a reason Tfor newy peopnle finding it haxrd (to get involved,
We wewe crificiged for giving the legal c¢hannels credibility
by placing so much cnsxgy in gighting %he Home Office in t@eir
courts, Many of us slipsed into a senl-pro fe ggional attitude
to the immigration laws, gaining utatuu fron underastanding



Smely dnteiescien Dk v ids nece ily help us undergtand
Ligw to " fiehd th

AN _INDIVIDUAL G
othexr campai-ns

3 gtrugele to

Friendgs of Nasira were critlicised for basing our appeal for

support on pity: presinting Hasira as a Wronged woman, double-

Crossed by her lusband snd hounded by the lLome Office, Tmere

we trying to get support from guilt stricken whites? This

criticigm had asoane Justifications, However we did Ly to show

in oux leocafleis that Hasgira was only one of many people threat-
ed by the racisast laws, not aerely a wronged inividual who

the Home Seerctary should allow to stgy on coanagsionate groundg,

The political persgpective that many néople in the campaign
shared was that through showing the effects of the lunigration
lavs on Nagira's life, soae bagig would be laid for opposing
vhe ianigration laws, Fspecially for white people these laws
cen complicated and abstract, We wante to show the pérsonal
2ffects of the law, and strenth Hagira had in registing the
eportation order. This approach wag probably well suited to
at we at first were; a white group addresging ocurgelves

o

itargely to white people in a local arsa, But it wasn't enough

win Nasira's cage.
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ter the. first Appeal many of us were involved in re~activating
the danck»ruer co-ordinatlng commites againgt immigration Laws,
One iggsue of a bulletin was produced ouitlining the cases of all
the lono] we knew about in the region under threat by the laws,
The Law Uentre provided =z lot of thu information, It was quite
widely dilstributed by uniongs, CRE's and suopm. Thies A 5tell
a possible gativity for anti-racists in HManch 1e ster, Through the
nuaber of casou in the bulletin it becane obwious that there
would never be enough people to nount individual caapaigns
for all thoge affected by the laws, We began to look forx
connections between cases, classifications which could helipin e
slart mote general cganalgning work:
= -Tanlkies divid 4 thyousgh refussl of e Try,
- degerted women threatened with depomtation,
~ Cages of marriasge breakdowyn, men and woien ,
- pitudents deported afler Falling exan s,
- pvcnl~ in gdeed of health or educational facilities who the
Home Officc clalimed were a 'burden on the state’,

1

fhe women in the group began meeting to discugs how yoaen mere
specifically affected by the laws, Campaigng for Jaswinder
Kaux and Hagreen Alkhtar were starting in Leeds and Rochdale,
Both thege women had been beaten by their husbands, Nasreen had
been kiclked cut and Jaswinder had left, These three cases seened
to sugge st the Home Office was trylnﬂ to depoxt moxe and nore
single vomen who no longer live with their hu band s, The
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suppoxt from women'yg Aid for t € “Gastie was LD
showing the trapped position of black women f

from men and frou the State,

(ynthia Goxrdon' TUQWULUH started @awly in I981 with a black
support group in Mogs Side, The 4 canpaign decided to work
together go that '11 four won, A joint decmons.ration for
Cynthis and Nagira was held in June '8I, 4 uvle&ﬂnte structure

from the 4 campaigns wag started and a a nationa denon gtration
nlanned with delegaies from black nfroups.

This account shows how we progressed froa individual to Jodnt
campaigning. However the theoretical bagis For the cho:

not agreed on within the group. Soac people were in fa
of woxrki: round the issus of narriage breakdown, Tfor
The cholce of direction wag in the end nmostly pragmati
united with canpalgns already existing in the region, The 4
canpalgns -.ad psome succeges: the aedia are still referring to
cagninder'g and Nagira's victories when digcussing Nasreen's
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Friendg of Naosiras were criticised for basing our appeal IoX
sunport on pity: presinting Hasglra as a Wronged wonan, double-
crossed by her lTusband snd hounded by the home Office., Tere
we trying to gt support from guilt stricken white s? Thiks
criticigm had sowne justifications. However we did try to show
in our leafleis that Hasira was only one of many people threat-
ened by the racigst laws, not aerely a wronged inividual who
the Home gecrctary should allow to stgy on compasuloﬂaie ground g,
The political pergpective that many people in the campalgn
shared was that through showing the effectg of the iamigration
lawvs on Hhulra 5 lifo, come bagis would be laid for opposing

e iamnigration laws. Hspecially for white people these laws
seen conplicated and abstract, We wante to show the -pexgonal

fects of the law, and gtrenth Hasira had in resisting the
deportation oxder, This approach wag probably v well bulted to
what we at first were; a white group addresging ourselves
largely to wbite people in a local area, But it wasn 't enongh
tor win Nasivel sl cases

1

After the. first Appesl many of us werc involved in re~activeting
the ilanche ster co-ordinating conmitee against inmigration laws.

One igsue of a bulletin was produced ouulln;q¢ whe cases of all

the para]o we knew about in the region under thxe gt by the "Lawms,
The Law uventire provided a lot of thig information, It wag quite

widely distributed by uniong, CRE's and shopss iase sl s bt

a possible aativity for anti-racisis in Hanchestex, Through tl
v of cagem in the bulletin it becane robwieng that the re
cr be enough people to aocunt individual caapaigns
for all thoge affected by the laws, We began Lol oo
5

connections between cases, classlfications yhich could help s
astart mote szeneral caunalgning work:
- fagniliem dividid the ugh rofusal of entry,

1

- degexted women threa d th deppwtation,

- cages of marriage breakdown, nen and wonen.

- students deported a failing exail s,

- people in pdeed of health o educational facilities who the
lHome Office clailmed re a 'burden on the gtate'

the women in the group began meeiing to digcuss how yronen were
specifically affected by the laws. Caapaigns for Jagwinder

Kaur and Nasreen Alkhtar were starting in Leedsg and Rochdale,
Both the gse women had been beaten by thellX husband s, Nasreen had
been Liclked out and Jaswinder had left, Thege three cases seened
to sugge gt the Home Office was txying to lapoxrt moxc and more

single women who no longexr 1ive with theix husband s, The
support Ifron i Aid for thege cases was Laportant for
showing the tranned position of black wonmen facing violenc
fron men and tTrow the State,
Cynthia Cordon'y camvalgn started esamly in 1981 with a black
support group in HMosgs Side, The 4 zampalgn decided to work
together so that all four won, A J01ﬂt deonons.ration for
Cynthia and Nasgira was held in June '0I. A delegate structurs
from the 4 campaigns wag started and a a nationa dauonmtr@tlon
nlanned with delegaties from black ‘roupn.
This account shows how we proor*v‘eu from individual to joint
campaigning. However the theoretical baslig for the cholce was
not abrceu on within the groups Soie people were in favourx
of working round the issue of narriage breakdoyn, for instance,
n

The chHLLe of dizection was in ohe end nostly pragmatic: we

anited with canpalpgns slrsady e gting in the region, The 4
a}naquu ad gpome succe ge g tl” aedis are ‘atill referring o
cagrninder's and Nagira's victoxries when discugsing Nasreen's
case, As we changed froa an individual campaign to pro odueging

more general leaflets we canc up aglians t the problemsg of
solitical differenced within the group, and how to express
gome of the poidlical connections we were making .
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Were' ye ‘the best pe
How uging Hst and
was hppy about rely
Advantages of Anwar'g victories: LIAG and other groups in
tovns prepared to hold meetings and take action,

Putnme pomgibilities of o network of action groups ready to
work round several cage s

Medla distortiona dn t ndency to concentrate on the most
hHegrirmending casc s,

ie media did work, evn though none ofus
Rool wlvery,

ple ko atbeap thin?
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HORKTING IN A MIXED GROUP

The Friends of Hagira was a long campalgn witha a small and
fairly unchanging group of people, More than half werc women,
wliilch is one reason why I felt commitied to the campaign. Our
atlenpts to take coase nsi s decisions were, I thought, partly

a result ol fepinit st e in the ﬂrouv. However conflicts were of
often regolved by rhetorical p ches and votes, Several wonen
opted out of all discussion at “11ubu, and the men in the

group nade no attempt t find out why. Many political clashes
calie s i EEhiel e e prin e o S anid el iy va s nece ssary. But often
unnece gpargly long draynm out arguments were held between nmen

who gsecemed to be trying to prove themselves, The other tactic
'used by men' in the gxou . was unquestioning support to ezch ot
other, and referring to outgide groups or authorities with

which only they had links, These are not simply annoying person-
bty wra L baiyhilieh Yye re co-dneideniialily s soen: in ithe nen in

the group, Male battling and bonding are tactics used to exclude
and dgnowre wyomen's experiende, The consgaquence of working in

a mixed group for women 1s exhaugtion, I feal that the political
baslisg for consensug decigiuvng ghonld have been exanined thmux
thorewgh Ly .ot seen glaply in derascof ‘Aneflficisncy,

Moxe: attenpts ctuld have been aade by all of ws to find out

how oy Livels were goinge Qur owvn lives definately. influehces
how we behave in groups, why wme take ol woo auch woxrk, or none
at all, If we had had this undexstanding we could have avoided

o lotiof facticas and dnesanality sin tthetldeci sion naking, Gur

owl political differenced could have been nore openly digcusgsged,
I 'gm not intercted in stazing ingnother mixed group for this
neriod of bime unless the men Leeok criticaliy ok their ow

&

behaviourin groups and adapt their politics accordingly.
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Haybg 4tg usless te separate this fromn the ve sb.i bl I think
we lacked imagination in plaﬂ” ng politbical eventsiy once  vha
idea of yet another deponstration had been naigssd we stopped
thilaking ‘of other methods of working. This sorl ef thinking n
neads time, maybe not: 1n meetings,Hovwe ver feod and musigc on the

1
demos definately helned;

On the whole I tnink we should have been nore open o changing
the campaign last sunmer: maybe we could have continued doing
local woxrk, but tried to hand nzabilonal work owvexr to blaek
Eroupg, panticularly the AYH who aze 1n a betier posivion to
Go thisg, We could &till have uged the regourcesg of the Law
tentre, maliling lists ete, Although we expanded ouxr operations

o

O
T thinks we aleo soliditieds organisatiowa shon Ldnt! e B rsiion
exigting for their own sake, without making sure they are the

rialhit people o do the dyoxk,



