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8 ASIAN YOUTHS A~D 15-21 ARRESTED FOR DEFENDINC THEMSELVES AND THEIR CO~TY FROM 
RACIAL ATTACKS gAVE ~EN CHARGED WITH CONSPIRACY TO ASSAULT PERSONS t~O~M. 

The youths, arrested on Friday 24th September 1982) after incidents involvin8 plain- 
cloches police officers were orlginally charged with offences ranging fro, threatening 
behaviour to  ac tua l  bodi ly  harm. ~n December an" a d d i t i o n a l  ~arSe of c o . s p l r i n g  to  
a s s a u l t  persons unknown was l a i d  aga ins t  a l l  e l g h t  defendants .  The youths were 
a r r e s t e d  a f t e r  a s e r i e s  of v i o l e n t  a t t a cks  upon Asian schoolchi ldren  by r a c i s t  ~ h i t e  
thugs. Asian schoolchi ldren  ar L i t t l e  I l f o r d  School (Newham) were a t t acked  by ere~d 
white youths ou no l e s s  than three  occasions in  the week lead ing  up to  September 24th.  
In one p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  60-70 white youths v l t h  i ron bars  and s t i c k s  went on the 
tankage in the Eas t  Ham and Manor Park areas  of Newham looking fo r  Asians to  b e a t  up. 

Al l  e igh t  youths were subjec ted  to  r a c i s t  abuse and harassment by the p o l i c e  and one 
was h o s p i t a l i s e d  for  severa l  days as a r e s u l t  of h~s be ing  beaten  up by the  p o l i c e .  

Over the past£ew mouths the r a c i s t  v io lence  aga in s t  b lack  people has increased  to  
£ r igh ten ing  pzopor t ions .  Both in  Newham and around London b lack  people a re  a t t acked  
on the s t r e e t s  and in  t h e i r  homes, while p laces  of worship are  burnt  to  the ground. 

In facE. we have reached a s ta~e where r a c i s t s  t a l k  openly of t h e i r  v i o l e n c e ,  and when 
they are i d e n t i f i e d  the po l i ce  e i t h e r  f a i l  to a r r e s t  them or l e t  them off  l ~ g h t l y .  

But when black youth, l i k e  the Newham 8,  defend t h e i r  coumuntty from r a c i s t  chugs, i t  
i s  the Newham 8 and not  the r a c i s t  thugs t h a t  are  a r r e s t e d |  Moreover, they e re  charged 
with conspiracy - a p o X i t i c a l  charse 140 years  old designed to  suppress workln$ c l a s s  
regis tahoe. 

The chsrges a s e i n s t  the Newham 8 are a cha l lenge  a g a i n s t  our r i g h t  to  defend ourse lves  
aga in s t  r a c i s t  v io lence .  

NEWHAM 8 ARE I~OCENT! SELF-DEFENCE IS NO OFFENaZ | 
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