picket : the home office
gueen anne's gate

london swi
monday march 7th, 2pm onwards

Called by BANGLADFSH DIVIDED FAMILEES CAMPAIGN

For details of transport, contact: (Oldham} 061-678-4743
{Rochdale) 0706-31491
{Tarneside) 061~336~335¢8

Bangladeshi women and children are fighting to realise their bagic
vight to join their husbands or parents who have setiled legally in
Britain, After vears of bureaucratic delays, intimidating interviews
at the British thgh Conmmisgion in Dacca, immigration appeals and
tribunate in Britain , ., .. fthere ave now literally hundreds of
Bang'adeshi "Divided .. ..ilies™ fightug 1o Lo vo-anilc., 70y the
iast yvear, the Bangl: adeqh‘ communities in Oldham Pochds‘le
Tameside, Manchester, Leeds, Sheffield and East Londen have
heen meeting and organising o turn the suffering of individual
families into # nzuonal campuige against the racist procedures of
e Moams Ofice,



The Bangiadesh Divided Families Campaign, based in Oldham, was
set up by a group of 18 Bangladeshi men whose families were visited
last February by a team of independent investigators sent by the
Manchester Taw Centre. The village virits - including interviews
witd viilagers, teachers, reiigious leaders, and the fawmiliss lnem-
selves - confirmed the relationships. The investigators also
witnessed the racist behavicur of the British High Commission in
Dacca, which used completely irrelevant questions to deny entry
clearance to families who they themselves admitted were genuine,

The evidence has heen put hefore adjvudicators and tribunals, and in
4 of the 5 cases heard so far, the decisions have gone in favour of
the families. (The 5th case wus the onlv one in which not all the
independent evidence was actually presented), In other words, the
Home Office view - that these were not genuine families ~ was a
iesue of lies, But many of the families have exhausted the legal
procedure and now have no right of appeal., They must begin again
and face at least 2 years of delays, These deluys can disqualily

children who outgrow the age limit just because of Home Office errors,

DELEGATION & PICKET

Orn plavch 7th, a delegation of divided families, BDFC activisis, and
MPs wili be meeting Waddington, the Home Office Minister for
Immigraiion and Nationality, At the same time, outside the Home
Qffice, the BDFC is calling for a mass picket {o demonstrate the
anger of divided families and the depth of public support for their
struggle. Without the pressure of pickets, demonstrations, publicity,
etc, , the Home Office will find it all to easy to ignore our demands
for hasic human rights. JOIN US ON MARCII 7th AND SUPPORT
QUR 5 DEMANDS

. That ail independentlv investigated cases be allowed at once on

the basig of village reports.

2. That ail other cases be allowed now, becnuse it has been shown
that the suffering caused to families is unjustified.

%. That *~~ burden of proof should be lifte? from the applicanig
and niaced on the Home Utiice
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That appellants sheuld be present at their own appeals.

. That children should not be disqualified from entry as a resul®
oi Home Office delavs,

3]




