
K~SH~41RIS DEFENCE CAMPAIGN 

c/o ,~.38, Alum Roc!'. Road, Birmin~ham 8, 

The events of the death of the Indian diplomal, if, 6irmingham have a deep relat ionship 
with the "problem of  Kashmir';. For the last  37 years India has carr ied on i t s  m i l i ta ry  
occupation of  Kashmir. This "problem of  Kashmir" was created by the Br i t i sh  when they 
ignored the r ights of Kash:niri people whe,i they l e f t  the su~-contine,~t. The people 
arc. engaged in ~ struggle i:~r Lhei}" ;i~:f-;f.:,:~! ]i~;,:~,.,ti~,~ 

Tile r igh t  of self-determinati-~n fo r  i(ashmiri people has been recognised by the United 
Nations, but in the last  37 y,.~a~'s, th~ _Tndia~. occupying army has butchered thousands 
of Kashmiris - thousands of women have b(~en widowed and thousands of  chi ldren orphaneo. 
The po l i t i ca l  leaders of Kash,n~r have beei~ lacked away in the deat~ cel ls of the IndiP.n 
government. In January 1982, the indian araly sh,~t down the whole family of Mohammed 
Alam in cold blood° The "crime" that th is  family committed was to move from one part  
of the i r  mother country to c~,)ther, fro~ Indian occupied Kashmir to Azad Kashmir. 

In the f i r s t  weak of Februar! 1984, an orgar~isation ca l l ing i t s e l f  the Kashmir 
Liberation Army abducted an Yndicn diplomat, and amongst other demands, demanded the 
release of  Maqb:ol Butt ,  th~ leader ef the National Liberat ion Front, I f  the demands 
were not met. t~ey threatened to ! : i l l  the diplomat. The Br i t i sh  author i t ies  and the 
Indian governme;~t did ~iot take th is  threat ser ios lv  and the resu l t  was that the Indian 
dipl-~mat was k i l l ed .  When this h~T, pened~ th~ I~dian government did not wait  fo r  the 
resul t  of any i~'vestigations by the Br!ti.~h police and vengeful ly murdered Maqbool 
Butt ,  the great leader of Ka~hmiris. A%! the major po l i t i ca l  part ies in B r i t a i n ,  who 
receive votes from the m, ar.y ~si~miris l i v i ng  here, called the k i l l i n g  o f  the Indian 
diplDmat barbaric, but cHd nc-t utte~ a s~g!e .vord when Maqbooi Butt  was murdered, 
nor have they ever raised any voice of  p~-~test about the massacres of  Kashmiri people 
carried out by l.he India~ ar~.Vo 

FolIDwing the ch-'ath of the .ln,.lian {~iplom~:t, the l ives of Kashmiris in Br i ta in  has 
been made unbearable° The Br i t i sh  police a~  harassing and te r ro r i s ing  Kashmiri 
people every~dn, ere - they raid K a s h ~ i  p~p les '  homes, break ciown the doors, enter 
without warrants and te r ro r ise  the wc.~n~n and chi ldren. Kashmiris are taken to police 
stations and i l l eg , ) l l y  detained and harassed without access to fr iends or so l i c i t o rs .  
On t:)p of  th i s ,  the worst e."emies of  the Kashmir,," people, the pol ice o f  the indian 
government are taking part  i,~ tl.c " invE.sticati~n". The poli~.E pick up anybody who in 
the i r  eyes is a Kashmir!, ~n;J they think tha~ they are j u s t i f i e d  in te r ro r , s ing  them. 

To a~pease Mrs Zndira Gandhi, great f r iend of M~ Thatcher, the Br i t i sh  pol ice are 
t ry ing to make l i f e  d i f f i c u l t  fo r  Ka~hmiris in other Eurpean countries by involv ing 
Euro.,_-~ean police forces° RecenLly, about ~ dozen Dutch pol ice forced t h e i r  way into 
Mohammed Bashir Bhat t i ' s  home it, km~t~rdamo Dn~ of  them held a gun to his chest and 
the others handcuffed him. Similar treatment ~;as handed out to a Kashmiri guest in 
the house° Thej~ were taken f i r s t  t~ the police stat ion and then to pol ice head- 
quarl:ers where ~hey v~ere interr~}~ated f'c,:-maqy hcu~-s ub~ut the k i l l i n g  of the Indian 
dipl,)mat MeanLi .me the i r  house was searche~i .+horoughiy, ?1ohan~,ad Bashir Bhatt i  is 
a Ka~hmiri born Br i t i sh  national. I f  similar- treatment had been received by a white 
Br i t i sh  nat ional,  there would have been a big uproar in the Br i t i sh  parliament. The 
Br i t i sh  government regards i t  as i t s  dut}; i.o protect i t s  white Br i t i sh  c i t izens even 
when they have cor~nitted seriou.s crimes. (.nlv recent ly,  7 white Br i t i sh  nationals 
were released f,~m prison in Angola before the end of t he i r  sentences. They were 
involved in the k i l l i n g  of  black n~n, wemrn and chi ldren - carrying out these barbarous 
acts fo r  money, yet  t he i r  release has beer acclaimed by the Br i t i sh  government as a 
"diplomati c v ic tory"°  

Kashmiris are not mercenaries, but are ep~agin~ in a strugQle fo r  t h e i r  basic human 
r igh ts ,  yet  they are oppressed and v i c t i ,  lised in a l l  countries. The Br i t i sh  pol ice,  
to fu r ther  harass and ter ror is~ Hashmiris have locked up f i ve  Ka~hmiris. The only 
"crime" that these people have comnitted is to b~!ieve that  Kashmir should be 
l ibe,ated,  yet  they now f~ce t r i a l  in ~ ) i t i sh  courts° 

WE DFMAND THAT THE BRITISH POLICE STOP THiS HARASSMENI AND VICTIMISATION OF 
KASHMIRI PEOPLE NOW~ 

WE DEMAND THAT ALL THE CHARGES AGATHST K~SHiI~RI PEOPLE BE DROPPED, 


