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D E A T H  :i. S E N T E N C i E  ::iT O: K A S H I V ; I R I  
........ F R E E D '  " " :  O F:I G H'T O .... U-R N A L I S T ,  .... ;:: 
K = d ~ m i l ; i  fre~fom flghte~ M0(Ibool  Abroad B u ~ - a  lea~:er o f the  Jammu Ked~mlr Nmt~a l  Lib~-=tion Front hal - . 

t : ~ m  ~-ntaneed.to death by Indian government This is .Mr. Butt'z r,e~r¢l death r~mtence. He was first mntenced" 
t o  dea th  by  h u 3 i m  ~ v e r n n ~ n t  m ) 9 ~ 1  b q t  pend ing  ex,.-m;tzOn he escaped t rom Strmag~r .lad ~nd crosse~ o,~r  tO 
Pakis tan-contro l led par t  o f  K ~ h m i r .  He was last • t reated b y  Ind ian  government  i n  June lS~-35. He has been data;ned 
i n  some ja i l  outs ide Ind ian occupied Ka~hn~r. Ne i the r  his defiance coun=el no r  his re l~ ivez  are a1!m~cd to  v is i t  h im.  

Mr B , t t  is a Post Gradt ,~P 3nd a jou rna l i s t  b y  profes: ; ion B~fore j o i n i ng  J a m m u  Kashmi r  ,',:m~na! L ibera t ion  
F ron t  he was AssisZarrt ed i tor  o f  one o f  the leading da i |y  newspapers o f  Pakistan. F r o m  1969 to  1~)74 M r  B u t t  was 
Prl~k;;~.:t o ;  ~ami;. ~ Kar~hmi~ Plebisci te ".':ran=, ~~e po|itic~.4 wing o~ ~ teat~¢m~ L i b • r a d o n  Ffo¢¢-~. .. 

Mr. B u d  has So far undergone , t o t a l  i m p r i t o n m e n t  o f  ~ ' ~  ~ l y W "  ~ d i f fe ren t  j l , ~  i n t e r r o ~ t ; o n  camp,  i n  
India, Ind ian  occup ied Kashmir ,  Pakistan and P3k i~ tan<ont ro l led  Kashmir .  Du r i ng  his de ten t i on  he has of ten been 
subjected to  moat i n h u m a n  physical  and  men ta l  tor tures.  

Mr. B u t t  39, i~ marr ied a n d  has three ch i ld ren ,  n o w  h Pakistan. He  is o r ig ina l l y  f r o m  Ind ian  occupL-=d part of  
Kashmir  ~nd had migrated to  Pakistan i n  1959 as a refuc~e. 

Attar heir.el como=etely disappointed timm • "Special Court' start-d their trial 
due to a,oatt~V of the Lhtted Nations for ' revoltirKj and ir~ducmg others to 

• n " and undue mtransi.qmee of indian revo l t  ag•.nst i~d~an governme t ,  
~vernrnent towards con~edmg their ' letit~l as agent of the enemy'. 'po~rql 
right• o( ~elf,-deten'~irmtio~ to the dm~ger to Inciia's ~.-¢urity' and "KitliP41 

aop|e o f  Kashmir..£~n'm young.L; ' ;  a~off iceroflndi=-;mell;~'nce'-Aftera'~: 
Kad~miHs living in  Pakistan and Azad.9 .  ~" filke trial for  about two ynr~, Mr. Butt 
Kashmir [Pakistan-conuol|ed p t t t  O f ' ; ~ . .  ahd o n l  o! h.:~ companions were 

' K~hmir) indudintl M~qbool Abroad -~': Im~tenc~ to de~th ~:,d th~ third man to 
Bu t t  formed an- ~rganisation.- tlhe ::~.: ~ im~ i lonn~nt .  About th r~  huodred 
Jemmu Kashmir National Liberation , :  t e a l  paopae who includld political 
Front IN.LF.L Thi= o~ga~is~tion f lood worken, taW,~lrl, tecO~rer~ and Itddent~ 
for awned struggle " to  achieve for the ~ere kept undeer d~tantion without trial 
people of  .tammu Kashmir State. a for periods rangir~from six monna to 
petit ion in which they could determine four years, 
ihvir ~t;o~a| future aS IKNe m a s t - . ~ | $  o |  In Decembe~ 1-360 ;nd pendizKJ 
their homeland", execution..Mr. ~tatt and  TWO O| t~iS 
A l t e r  In i t i a l  organ lsat iona[  and com~aniom includi~gthe ~esentenced 
pregar~tor'y ~ in Pakis.m and A~od to death, e ~ . ~  frmn ~r,nagar jail and 
Kmhmir. two gr~uOs of  NLF rnembers aher waekmg cme¢ snow clad mountains 
one fed by Mr. Butt w~re sent to Indian for sixteen days, succeeded in crossing 
occupied Kashmir in 1966 to organise in over to AzJ~d Kashmir where they were 
that part of their homeland. They Mrested by Pakistan authouritie~, and 
remained in It~dian he(d part |c.r about kept under detentmn for about three 
three months md mganised NLF'there. months, It we= o~ly after the NLF 
On their way back l o  Azad Kashmir, members staged demonstrations in front 
Mr. ~utt's group was detected end ot  the office of the President of 
totto~ed by i n  officer of indian . Pakistan in Raw~Lpindi that Mr. Butt" 
inteltegence. When Mr, Bull 'S men and his menwere released. 
reai~sed that they were being followed In November 196~ Mr M~lbool Ahmad 
and watched by am intelligence officer, Butt was eteeted ¢~resident Of Jammu 
they. ue~er aporehension that he would Kashmir Plebisci.,e Front (for Azad 
repo~ to Indian am'N-of-occupation,.. Kashmir and P~kis.a~). occupied Kashmir. Mr. Bull 's death 

sentenoe also was re~ved. Mr. Bull'S caught hold oF him and took h im along, . ~ . . . .  
" . After ttmn~, tim~ be luried_ to e~cai:~ but !. ,.~,. In JanuarV 197i,_. and after all i "'~ -. ap~e~l to K ~ r n i r  High Court and 

: : . .v*~.l~.anexd~pon.bytwoofMr...gutt ' t  ~ ' : . -  ac~vites during . o~  ~ ~=m--re. h~F~'"'~ "~:: : .  -. : . . Ind ian '  : 'Sulxeme . . . .  ~ - h a v e "  bern - 
~ eoml~nJem~ mxJ im t b  scuffle the~: ~Z .been surorer~d b~ Indian -'--4 =.u... T ~  re~ectedr, [ n  September 1976 attar ='x. 

L:"" OKeer¢ot ~dou~y, inj0red and l lnal ly ;!.:::-.-ixt~, ;he NLF-'.~ot an l'n "*'~'--',,"~'*~"['''~':~':Keshmlrz'~" hijacked" anothe" Indl~i 
" di~L When the ne'w~ of  his "oa th  hijacked to L~hom, The sole~pu'mo~eo'~"T ' "= pl~ne, Mr. rjut~ wal removed tr~rn 

reeK~.ed Indian arm,/, they encircled a~nd the hijackir~cj was to attract the Srinagar jail and taken to som~ jail in 
combed the entire area and after two 
dayl detected Mr. Butt and his group. In 
the ctasl~ that fol loved b e ~ e ~  Mr. 
8utt's men and I r~an Army, o~e of Mr. 
8utt's men was killed md two injured. 
Indian ~¢my also lost some men. Mr. 
i]utt and his three companions were 
~'rested. About three hundred total 
~ ; e  suspected of being ~ymDathisers 
~' NLF were arran.ted within the next 

"~:. ~uV, and h~s tf',ree ~o~pan~o~,s w~re 
~--;biected to mos~ inhuman rn~nta| and 
.",hVs:ca~ tcnurez ;n ~h~ rno(t notorious 
=V, ehz•b aa~  interrogation Camp, in 
S~ma?-ar and in ' ; thu :g,;. A;.-~- some 

attention of the ,--.odd towards Kadvnir 
ilsue. No harm was done to The 
~ n g e r s  w~O w.qre safdy repatriated 
tO India. But tN military regime of 
Pakistan arrested ubout 350 members 
in¢tudmg -.n¢ne t~ersh ip  of NLF and 
its si~ter or~an;s~tio~ the P|ebiscife 
Front and the tv..o h~iackers both ot 
who we re f r : . n  !hal=an occupied 
Kashmir• ~,f,~r :~out 9 mo~.ths of 
• ;nterr~ga~=on" ~ the NLF 0r, rj 
Plebiscite Fror~ mealier; and the 
Jlijackers. a ~eClZl ~ourt headed by a 
se~ior judge o~ ~t e ~preme Court o~ 
Paki~ta~ w~ ~oo]mted to try them. 
The "~ ~r~'~.~J r.i~ suhmff'.ed charges 

against only %ix fo them t;~.cfudirtg 
Maqbooi Ahmad B u t t  and two 
hijacker~..Rest of tho~e arrested were 
kept under detention w i t h ~ t  tPiat. The 
St~cia! Cou, t p~,eeedin9~ continued for 
amothes one and h ~ a  yen  and in May 
1973 i t  ann(~Jncedh, its iudgemenl 
¢ ~ , ~ n g  l i t  but the " R i ~  hijacker 
Mohammad H4~him OuR~t.  of sl| 
(:hmges, The court held th t t  both NLF 
and Plebiscite Front wen  pabrioti¢ 
organLsations and their resorl to aerm 
we; the nirmraJ consequer~e of the;r 
f rus t ra t i on  over the cont inuou¢ 
intrams~gence of Indian government to 
toP, cede z~ K,~shrr, iris their m n e ¢ ~  ~ d  
internationa|ly accepted right of ~ t |  
determination. Hashim Oure~i  wts 
- f l yhow sentenced to 14 ye~s 
impriSonmeftt and is in ia i t  s i , ~ e ,  

After being acquitted •flee 25 months 
of de ten t ion .  Mr. Butt and his 
partymen reotgan.sed the sn~a~l~ed NLF 
and in May 1976 Mr. Butt and two 
others Abdul Harn.eed and Mohammed 
Riaz, went to indian occuDiecl Kashmir 
age;ft. On their way back t1~ev acjain 
clashed with lndien occupied Kad'tmir 
police and were arrested. Dunng the 
clath an olticial of Kashmir ~:wernme-t 
got killed. 
A f te r  his second arrest in Indian 
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india. Neither h,s delence counsel ~or 
his relatives ate allowed to vL~it h im nor 
do they ful ly know his ~ereabour;- 
Abdul Hameed and Mohammed Riaz are  
laid to be in some jail wl[hin Kashmir 

under detention without tr ial 


