
Police accused or harassmen  

Blacks" to "set up'  
 watchdog unit 

+ .  

A UNIT to collect evidence Of 
rac is t  attacks would bring 
privat~ prosecutions against 
individual police officers for 
abuse and harrassment of  
bhcks ,  it was revealed last 
night. Without such a body to 
control police activities, Sheffield 
could soon see outbreaks of vio- 
lence like those common in Brix- 
ton, a spokesman for the Asian 
Youth Movementtolda meeting. 

Sheffieid's Asian Welfare 
Association last week broke all 
links w~th South Yorkshire police 
and the police-community liaison 
panel, i 
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Last night's meeting of ieaile~s 
of many of the black groups i~ the 
city. the M P f o r  Heeley ~BIII 
Michie, and county council 
deputy leader John Cornwell~ 
called unanlmously for the n~om- 
toring unit to replace the lialson 
pane.I, which was condemne 0 as 
" a  sham." 

By SI~ENA HASTINGS 

The AWA claimed there had 
been a great deterioration in 
police treatment of young Asian 
people in the past year, and 
alleged increasing incidents of 
police harassment. 

Alleged incidents included use 
of police dogs to break up street The unit is to be run byl the 

black community under s com- , 
groups of Asian youths, who say mince including members of [ 
they were making no trouble. every group. It will provide a 24- I 

Parents complained their hour emergency_ service . for - I  
teenage children had been alleged attack victims, people who 
arrested and taken to .police. allege they were ~rongfu;ly-taken- 
stations without families or corn-, iint o police custody, or those who 
munityworkers being consulted. B i d  they were abused while in'~ 

custody.,. 
It hop~  to make police 

act more promptly on 
i racist al.l, acks . . and  to  
compile dossJerl of 4wl.- 
dence of alleged police 
mistreatment to Ioo~7 ~ 
complaints against 

/ /./" 

c=,s who.could then be 
taken go court. !~ 

The  l Asian Youth  
Movement spokesman : 
a i d :  "Getting around a 
table, drinking coffee, 
and talking to the top 
polkcman does not .solve 
anythia~ It 's all p.e- 
3£m.ce, ~ just m k ~  the 
.poi-~e Fj~r/ fo~."  '..- : 

i ' " W ~ t  we __ne~__ h a  
.aious~challcnSe to the 

• racist mtitudes 
, ~  police.  T h e  

in the fetch re.e 

I 
Laut~hJm8 at  m behind 
thekr masks of ~Oacern. , .  
~{~m'Cornwt'll ,aid the 

"]#re up nope~tna 
!koekl continue to talk t o ,  
t h e :  £::hlef Constable, i 

[ P e ~  WrJzhz.: ,who: mtd l  
I be v u  very sympathetic I 

' ,  I 
! -Z~opm~ for the ~- 1 
'tun~ ~md working of the 
new anlt will be pot to the 
c~Ipty council, which the 
M',~ c~mmuniLv hopes 

~l fund the project. 
ass meeting o f  blacks 

/at Sheffield ~vill be hdd  
tO publlcise Its kuncH. 

said: o,rt~ p o l ~ m m .  
, reunify panel ~ 1  woeked 
,,weg for four' ~ t r ;  and 

there is p leeq. sis frltJcs' 
4re wc~ome. ~4 rome 
~ o n |  .an~l +.ai~ ~thelr 


