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'Asians i.ntimidated e' say ,sup  

'Race victims' 
harassed by 
police' claim 

SHEFFIELD'S Asian Youth Move- 
merit is calling for an investigation into 
the way it says police hmtdlcd a case 
involving three Asian men. 

The  group,  which claims several  hundred  sup- 
porters  throuo_hout the city. says pol ice harassed 
and  in t imida(ed ti~e vict ims o f  a racial  assault ,  

It says the ease of what has come to be known as the 
Page Hall Tilrec ha:; brought frustration and scsptcion 
about the pnik--e and courts in its community. 

But the police have immediately rejected the nile- 
gations of racial prejudice arm ~ that the ca~- was 
"'fully and properly investigated." 

They also ~av the incident was not racially motivated 
and that tt~e at~pomtment o fa  ~¢nior detective mrgeanl 
to inve~u~ate the case was proof of the importance they 
attached to Ft. 

The controve~y hegan in March after a clash 
between thr~c .~ouths of Asian origin and a group of 
white youths. 

Cal l~  
The Page Hall Three ~ all Asians--  were prosecuted 

for threatening bchaviour and two of them were =,L~ 
charged with a~auit .  

] w o  of the while youths were charged ~ ith threaten- 
mg hchavLour and one of the two ~i th  assault, 

Sheffield mag~strlRes dismissed the casc~ of all five 
when the Cr,~.n..l~rosccutor withdrew all charge,, 
against them. 

Mark Foley. the solicitor w-ho represented the three 
Asian youth~. ,aid later: "We are ama/cd and fru,-  
teated The.~ in,t~al[~ c~,mp[amed about a ~cr,ou~ tacaa: 
attack involving bricks and bottles but then lOand 
themselves brought to court with ai:ltnns acmnst 
them.'" 

He said he would back calls for an inveshgatmn into 
the poi,ce handhng of the case. 

Mr, Foley criuciscd the decision to drop the charge, 

By Martin Wilson 
against the white youths even though, t.c claimed, one 
had signed a statement sa)ing he had g:abbed a boule 
and smashed it before the incident. 

A spokesman for the Asian Youth Movemem said it 
was discussing ~.~-s of procur ing one e[ the all."ged 
attackers pnvatcty and called for ap indcpe_~dent 
inqutry into the ~s¢.  

Supt. Terry Swarm. based at Atterchffe police 
Slat,on, rciected alk.g; . .ms a~:3 accu-:ed the mc,vvment 
of spreading "'propaganda". 

"'This ,s an attempt to di~crcdtt P,.y ol'iqcers, l would 
reject it totally, 1 question tht- m o t i ~  of the people 
making the~e ~tatements.'" hc .~,:td. 

*'1 am extremely sens!h~e abouJ . :,.~, bee th:, a~td 
made sure the inquffy ~as p~,:,pcrl? conducted s~, that 
we would not attract an) critic~m. The matter w a s  ftJ]Jy 
and properly m~c~Itgatcd 

A spokesman fi~r 1he Croton pro.~cutton ser~,ecs 
.'.rod the ch,,rge, had been d[,q~p,d hec.a-e there wa~ 
insufficient c~t~Jencc t,; t:tk~" It-. t;: ~lt,.'r t.riP'cx 


