Support the Asian Textile
Workers Strike

DEMANDS: Reinstate Liaquat Ali
Reinstate all the workers at Aire Valley Yarns

22 Asian workers have gone on strike at Aire Valley Yarns Ltd., Farsley, near Bradford, since Monday 14th March in -
protest against the sacking of their shop steward, Liaquat Ali. ‘

Ali, along with his fellow workers had been organising to set up a union branch at the mill to press for better condi-
tions. From the day the management found out that the workers had formed a union branch, they started to harrass
Ali and other workers to disband the union. The workers refused to disband the union. Finally on March 14, they sac-
ked Ali.

The day shift workers at the time of the sacking, stopped work immediately and demanded that Ali be reinstated. The
management refused even to meet the workers to discuss this. Later on in the day, the night shift warkers join the
stoppage. On 16th March the management told the protesting members, either to return to work without Ali or be sac-
ked. They refused to return and the entire workforce was sacked.

Since the first day of the strike, the management has refused to negotiate with the workers.

Conditions at the Mill

1. Asian workers at Aire Valley Yarns are paid £1.02 pence per hour for a 60 hour week. Similar rates are paid for
overtime work.

2. The day shift starts at 7.15am and ends at 7.45pm with only half an hour break for lunch. The management has
been trying to abolish wash and cleaning time at the start and and the end of the shifts.

3. Overtime and weekend work including Sundays is compulsory.

4. There is no health and safety at work. One worker lost his eye sight because of heavy wool dust. There are no
gauze masks for workers, as a result coughs and chest ailments are rife amongst workers there.

5. There is no first aid kit in the mill and injured workers are told to make their own way to the hospital.

6. Textile carding machines are very dangerous. 23% of textile accidents are caused by them. At Aire Valley Yarns,
these machines have no guards on them.

7. Thespinning machines in the mill have no foot brakes. Workers operating these machines have to use their hands

and feet to stop the spindle, when it is running at 500 miles per hour.

The management’s reaction to the strike is to call the police. It is an industrial dispute and it does not concern the
police. The police have visited the picket line several times since it started and made threats against the workers. On .
Tuesday, they arrested one of the pickets and released the next day without any charges.

The management has also hired an Asian, a Mr. Shaukat Ali, to recruit scab labour to keep production going to defeat
the strike. Despite the fact that five scab workers have taken jobs there, the strike is having it's effects and production
is almost at a standstill.

To make the strike successful, we call on the community to support the workers at Aire Valley Yarns Ltd.

Come to the Public Meeting and give your
support to the Asian textile workers

PUBLIC MEETING

Scouts Hut, St. Pauls Road, Manningham.

Sunday 10th April
at1.00 p.m.

Messages of solidarity and donations: L. Ali, 34, Dirkhill Street Bradford 7.
Transport & General Workers’ Union Official Strike
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