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portance of the lssues that
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and other events during that
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ON JULY 11, 1981, in the
grounds of a nurses’ home in
Bradford, a number of young
meén made 38 petrol bombs.
They filled milk bollles with
petrol, stuffed rags in the
necks as wicks and left them
in crates under bushes in the
grounds. They had learned,
just before, that skinheads
were coming that  day in

arrived in Bradford on July
11 and the - petrol bombs
were left, not needed and
never used. ‘The young
Asians who made them, how-
ever, were arrested on the

discovery of the bombs by’
They ., were '

the  police,
charged = with  conspiracy
under the Explosives Act and
with making explogive de-
vices, intending to endanger

life and damage propertly,

its back on the issue crucial

1o the whaole of sociely and, .

its future, the relnllnnshlr'
helween minority communi-

ties, Faseisls, the police and

the state. The evidence that
emerged In Leeds Crown
Court deserved at least some

of the headlices resecved for -

the reporting of anther
struggle deemned defensive

against aggressors  acknow-, .

ledged Fascists some 8,000

- tected can a

the jury accepted the prope-

sition that society should

afford prolection to -all its.-

provided not only revelations -

of attitudes of the West
Yorkshire police

_citizens and that if it did ' Asian and West Indian com-

not, as8 the evidence ‘they
heard showed clearly that it
does not, th
themselves.

. for the past seven wecks was

: to acquire an educalion In

what was aiready known Lo
the defendants as part of

, munities, but an eflfective -
. acknowledgment of a central
those unpro- ;- assertion of the defendants,
: .= namely that they had to pre-
"To sit in Court 2 in Leeds. - pare defences because the .
- police do not know or care
. “when meémbers of their com--
-munities
. threalened with altack.

are altacked

* reasonable  belief
_attack upon their community |
towards
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that an.

was immminent, actual or even

possible. - :
Other witnesses from both .
Bradford and elsewhere in--
cluded magistrates, council-
lors, broadcasters, bus.
drivers,

children, ‘ solicilors, !

communily relations officers,

politically active young men,
reporters, victims of con-,
linuous orchestrated attacks.’

coach Jloads to Bradford. charges that require the con- ' miles away, their dally existence. A tor- -* Senior police down to con-' All, whatever their age or:
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early and heing boarded up

The 12 were iried al Leeds

The defendants claimed as

' police who appéared to pive

"ther> was any reason for

" had not been preparcd to de- ;

and that the town was alive Crown Court and pleaded not  {heir entitlement the protec- evidence, were at no time re-  police "concern or action, - fend the community in the
with rumour and fear. guilty, Last week, after a tjon of the Lnglish law, . butted or contradicted by the ' denied knowledge of the cvent of an altack, the police
It was one week trial lasting  almost  two  pamely that they had a right, h:'nsenutinn in any way othet - Home Office report prepared  would not. - ik

¢ only
hefore, on July 3, that skin-
heads commilted to racist

months, all 12 were acquit-

ted.
The defendants agreed.that

an absolute right, to defend

. themseclves and their com-
"munity from

imminent

an by the verbal assertions
of the police In the case. !

The evidence was that the

¢+ last year on the basis of
. police
" specifically from West York- -

statistics  required
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L':FM{LH ptigen':l “f,-umnslﬂ‘.:ﬁ} they were, indeed, armin altack. They did not deny the  Asian communily was under ' shire amongst other sclected- ' Those {rom Bradford gave
redominantly Asian, and themselves, and explaine making: of the etrol = constant real fear of attack:’.areas, .a  report entitled evidence that the police had -
Rad rampaged through the Why. the evidence was tested . homhbs—they said, each in his. that there was, continuous = Raclal’® Atlacks . which con: * been told of the rumoured ;
main street on their way to a  and considered carefully and " own way, (hat the bombs ~nand ° increasing . Natlonal - .cluded that there = was skinhead Invaslon; curiously |
rearranged concert, hurting 2t length; the judge con- were made as a defensive. Front and British Movement' | national cause for anxiety '-the prosecution did not chal-
ndividuals and wanlonly Sidered the implications of  arsenal, 1o be used as a last  actlvity ~orchestrated: both in relation to the in- * lenge this cvidence, or in- °
damaging property. Despite he trial so important that he resort to keep people at bay nalhmallr: that the police ' ¢rease in. mttacks on'ethnic  deed, any other, as If, by this

the police in sent Uie jury out to consider wiio. were <oming - for =m0  did nothing to provide effers. -minoritles and Aslans in par- stage it had conceded lhat-.;

forewarning,

Southall had done nothing to

prevent the attack upon the

Asian communily and young

Aslans had turned out to
keep the skinheads from re-
turning through the town.

It was the expeclation of
Asians, young and old, in

their verdicts with the warn-
ing that they would, by their
decision in the case be sel-
ting standards for the whole
of society. -

With such Important Issues
dearly at siake, the failure of
the press lo report the trial

other reason than to atiack
then.

The law says that
person can take measures to
defend  hiniself If under.

attack : even, in exiremis, to .

kill, if there is no other way.
1f the defence is propar-
tionate to the threat *hen

any .

. tive protectlon for the com-

* munitly or lake any sleps to-
stem the growth of violent -
fascism and indeed, tended
fo treat complainants or viec- .

{ims themselves as. potential

© criminals, questioning them
on their tmmigration status

or advising, In the event of

ticular . and & need for
greatet awarepess on the
art of the police of the exis-
ence of the threat.

The detective chief inspec-
tor in charge of the arrests
“'of these 12 defendants had

already gome on public

record as saying that “ West °

the assertions made by the

police at the outset of the

trinl had become manifestly
untenable. St
What filled the courtroom

in Leeds however, and never '

reached oulside,
than this. It was an outstand-
fng, appalling canvas painted,

d that the West York- in any informed or consisient . _
:]g;llfutﬂp:}l;im would deo way, }Iocnlly or nationally, those who respond defensi- actual assault, that the victim  Indians 'in tea cosy hals,” (lmt many in the court room
nothing either. Tn the strécts meant that not only are the vely are afforded an absolute should prosecute the assail- 1 Joitering in town centres™  viewed personally for the
of Southall skinheads had reasons for the acquiltals of  excuse in law, ant himself — that it was no  constituted by appearance first time. That canvas re-

*“What sort of sociely do  affair of the police. alone, suspicion that there vealed that for the Asian

handed out leaflels announc-
ing the onslaught of a. new

the defendanis not under-

stood, but the historical im-

we want to live In7" asked

In any criminal trial / the

were Involved in mugging.

communily this is a country

was more
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where families now seal their
letter boxes, keep buckels of
water next to their beds and
sleep  feacfully, i[° at all,
hecanse of knowledge that
killers could come in the
night, pour petrol Into their
. houses and burn them alive,
burn so many of them that
those who are left will want
to leave the country in which
they may have been born, in
which they have their faml-
lics and everything they pos-
5055.

For the Aslan communily
this is a country in which
familiecs are subjected to
daily abuse, In which the
praffiti of Nazi Germany re-
main unerased on walls in

ublie places, in which shop-
. keepers who are by HF]‘J‘EH:’-

ance and name jdentifiably
distinct from the majorily of
the population are daily tar-
gets, for whom  grilles across
lass windows have become

inadequate protection when.

sholgun attacks are made by
. men in cars passing by.

For the Asian communily
this is a country where men
who proclaim the ideology
that sent Jews to the gas
chambers until 1045 walk the
strecls in  public parades
escorted by police forces thal
exist to protect the Queen's
peace. P

Lilerature . is  publicly
handed out announcing an
*end to peaceful protest again

the presence of pecople with a -

different colour of -skin, and
caches of arms are found im
the homes of fascist terror-
ists . with international con-
nections. A doctor is knifed
{o death hy a racist to win a
£15 bhet. A taxi driver has his
throat cut because he, like
the doctor, is the ohject of
hlind hatred because of the
colour of his skin.

Those who were present in

court for the last seven

weeks Tearnt all this, and’

were taught it by the defens
danls. At gread personal cost,
and with extraordinary cour-
age, the delendants, all
young, stared prison in the
Aface and cxplained what they
had done. Those who were

*invelved in making the 38

petrol bombs said that they
had done

They said that they would,

il it became unavoidable, be
prepared to do it again,
Those who were not involved
in the manufacture of the
bombs slated that they
agreed in every way wilh
those who had been, The
jury agreed that they were
innocent. To do s9 it had to
accept the bhasls of the defen-
dants’ explanation — that the
threat was real and the de-
fendants' individual reactions
i{o that threat reasonable in
the circumstances.

Ignorance of evidence
heard as a whole hy the jury

in cases such as this has, in<

the past, led to ill-informed
altacks upon the jury system,

upon jurors individually or

by race, and upon the whole
basis of legal concepts on
which time-honoured common
law . defences . have heen
based. The defendants here
have two legitimate
expectations ; that the basis
upon which they were acquit-
ted be understood and not
undermined, and that the
prediction of the trial judge
and the proseculor — that
the verdict of the jury would
determine the sociely in
which we live, he taken seri-
ously and in the light of the
jury’'s acceplance of the de-
fendants' veracity.

Gareth Pierce is a golicilor
who acled for six of the
Bradford 12, :
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