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Lords ruling

| limits race

) - - :
ingquiry power
By TERENCE SHAW © |
__Legal Corrzspandent .
, PGWERS of the Commis-
' sion for Racial Equalty
tg’ laumoh wide-ranging
jnvestigations mts Sts- |
. pected racial discrimsm a- .
- Hop -pave been sharply-
curtdiled by a Law Lerds
roling. = '
In future the Commission

+

shere it bas a reasonable
polief that there bas been un-
But if in the course of that
hvﬂﬁlrﬁanhmrmaﬂ—
the Commissyye will. bave &
ence of wider discrimination
duty to extend its Imvestga-
In their rning ot Tharsday,|

+p start an investigation bave
peen declared void on grounds i
that the terms of reference
were too wide.

Investigation pn'wa'l"l' ,

Since the -prmdin.gs were | -
started by Hillingdon Council,
the Commission has altered |
and made more spedfic terms
of reference on six other formal

As racal' discrimination is}.
not normally practised opealy,
the Commission was given
power under the 1976 Act to
conduct formal imvestigations. |.
If alleged discrimination is by{
particular persons, the Com-
mission is Tequired to Eve
them notice of its intention to
bold the inguiry. =,
| Mr Peter Sanders, director |
“of the Commission’s equal
opportunity division, said ‘thab]
while they were disappointed
they had lost, it had bee¢n 2
pelpful judgment.

It gave a broader interprets-
tian of their powers 1o conduct

formal investigations than in
the -lower Courts. .

The efiect of the ruling is
that the Commission had been
wrong to announce an investi-
_gation_in_wide terms when its
only belief of diterimination

_related to the council's treal
ment of immigrant farnilies
arriving at Heathrow airport.




