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h i  al l  aspects o r  the ~.'.'lse o[" Ihe Bradford  t2, t l le condu,..'I o f  the pol ice and jud ic ia l  author i t ies has h igh l igh led  a dislul 'bin,e 
abuse o f  f l leir  po,~ers, betrayint! a rt~thlcss de lern l ina l  ion to achie,,'e conv ic t ions  and h igh semences in a c lear ly pol i t ica l  l r ia l .  
t l  ',,.'ill be f i le po l i l i ca l  views o f  the defel ldants thai  are on l r ia l  when they come to cour t ,  for  Ih¢ conspi racy L.'harges rel;llC in 
effect more  t o the i r  pol l ]  ical act iv i ty  allan to a n.vt b in~ etse. A charge o I 'conspiracy actua l ly  a l lows the pol i l ies o f  tho~,e in vol~ L'd 
It~ be used as evidence against them,  whi le  requ i r ing t in,oh lower st:mdards o f  concrete proo f .  The  prosecntion ,can casl a ,.vide 
no1 and trawl i l l  people who wou ld  I101 oti lerwi,,e be able lu  be cllargi.'d w i th  any subs~antkfl o f fence.  At  t i le sa111.e l i lt]C, Ihe 
potent ia l  sentence in any given case i,.; h]cre;l~,ed drast ical ly ,  s imp ly  th rough  the add i t ion  o f  a con'~pirm:y count  1o Ihc 
ind ic tment .  The  ctmspiracy laws have been nsed befiare as a po l i t ica l  weapon by Ihe Br i l i sh  State i l l  ma jo r  :trcas o f strug~.,le in 
order to repress arty oppos i t ion  outside the narrower41 o f  o f f i c ia l  channels.  They  ~,,,cre used in  Ind ia in  1924 In impri , .on Il le 

•]eaders o f  its Indcpemleuce Movement: and  in Britain in 19"/3, the Shrewsbury building workers who orgald~ed lrade un ign  
pickets were impr isoned t h rough  the same device, 

A~:lmsl all principles o f  iustice, lhc i3radl'c~rd 12 .',l'~Cm 3 m o a l h s  behind bars wilhout  lrial. In the {ace o r  .,,uccessive v, eekl;' 
ai'~plicalions for bail by I tie dcfcndanls ,  lEc prosecuti lm argued successfully in Bradford  Magistr:llcs' Cour t  aga.illSl bail beil~g 
~zranred 1o stnne oi" them for 12 ,,; ceks. Th is  wa.,, on  the gi 'ott i lds, amongst  others, that  a po l i t ica l  campaign :~gaii'Lst t hek  arre,,1 
~,, a~, active, though in fool,  the Bai l  Act  does not a l low this as a reason for keeping untr ied defeBd:mts i l l  pr ison.  Whe,t  ball ~:i~, 
f ina l ly  granted by 22nd Oc lober ,  it was on ly  under  lhe most s l r ingent  cond i t ions  - substant ia l  sureties, surrc i lder ofpassport~,, 
observance o f  cur few,  and most d is turb ing  o f  a l l ,  a total  abstent ion f rom al l  pub l ic  meet ings and po lh ica l  act iv i ty .  

- fhis ui1pr~.,cedenled a l l emp l  In  gag [he defendants ,.,,as lan lamour , [  In a Sou lh  A f r i can  style house arrrs[ ,  and el'l'ecli',el'.- 
hani'4",ed l l lem f rom thei r  ,~wn co rmuun i t y  and ils support .  14owever this overt  acl o f  repression has sin~e bccn im lq i c i l l y  
conceded to be ir]adr]]is~ible by I .eeds ( ' r own  ('C~LII-I Oil 6 l )cccmber 1981. when it cor lver led lhc  rot't ier ctmWn'chcm, i', e [~,m ii11o 
one which excludes the defendanls  f rom on ly  [ho.se pub l ic  meet ings wh ich concern lhe i r  defence. No,. erlhel,c',s, lhe nov, ru l in#  
cont inues to ma in ta in  po] i t lcal  com.li~ion'~ o f  bai l  th:t l  ~.o beyond no rma l  sub jud ice rules, and in f r inge  t i le l'u ndamcnt  al h u m : m  
ri~:,.ht.~ o f  f reedom or  speech, mo',.,eMelll and associat ion. 

T i le  t r ia l  i tsel f  has beer f ixed l o  take place al Leeds C r o w n  Cour t ,  in  spite o f  a s t rong plea f rmn  Ihe dcfem.'e lo  have i~ in 
Bradford .  No t  on l y  w o u M  a tr ia l  in  I.eeds be bold in  Io ia l  i so la l ion f rom the sol id support  that  the del 'endants have in Ihe 
Bradford c~_mmlunit','; it wou ld  eJ'~sure that a less than adequate represcntaf ion o f  their  conlm.U n i l y  on any j u r y  p:me{, since t i le 
hl; lck popu la l i nn  in' l_eeds is p ropo r l i ona le l v  much  smaller l h m l  Ihat in  Bradford .  Such a inan ipu lae ive ru l i ng  clearly Roe,, 
ag;.litlsl the- , ,hole rat ionale beh ind a j u r y  tl'i~ll, v iz . ,  lha l  l i l t  defendmlts  nlust  bc tr ied by menlbers o f  the i r  owl1 k'Ol'all lt l l l i ly. 

['he case o r  the Bradfold  t2 and  lhe climate o f  lhe July uprisings in general have biglqi#hled tile inlenl o f  lhe Slale to  
crhninalise black people and  activi:,ls who manifest  a gro,,ving spiril o f  del-iance in lhe conmlun i ty .  [1; cont ras t ,  crimin.'~b, 
responsible ror t housands  o f racist al lacks every year  are allowed to go free. The  forces o f  'Law and  Order '  wonld :Wq~CiLr IO be 
in ,.']r~ual paralysis, aud  indeed connivance,  when I'accd wilh kno;vu ,,vhile racists who have orgm]iscd repeated and  ,.'itdcnt 
al~acks on black people and  their homes .  Ill Bradford alone,  local people can documen t  hundreds  o f  such aI tacks,  r:mgilt[z 
['rom racisl graffili  and  slogans to assault ,  arso]~ and  f i rebombs,  which have resulted in on ly  minor  charges ,  if any ,  being 
broughl  against  the culprils, in fact ,  on July 24, one  week berore the arrests o f  the Bradford 12, two Asian homes  v, ere gul led 
in a vicious arson  a t tack ;  two v,'hhe men were charged ,  but  t-eteased immediate ly  on  bail. O n  July 14, an  Asian schoolboy v, as 
al lacked by a gang  o f  abou t  40 white you ihs  with a petrol b o m b  and  racist abuse;  on ly  two ,,',-ere charged ,  and lhal (oo orll.v 
v,'ilh assault aiId slealing pelro]. W h e n  the forces o f  lay, and order have repeatedly and  over a period o f  t ime shov, n that lhev 
:ire unable  In pro:'ide protect ion and  redress ~o the black c o m m u n i i y  under  a l t aek ,  Ihat  inability cau only  be seen as a refusal.  
The  lalesl example  o f  such a refusal occurred tm 23 Augus t  when tile West Indian Comrnun i ty  Cent re  in the Textile l-Iall in 
I3r;Idford, tile regular mect ing  place o f  the local BradFord 12 Defence Carnpaign,  ,,','as Firebombed and  g tu ted .  Tile police are 
~reating the incident as an acciden1! 

Over Ihe J;.l.~l few years, lJle black people in Britain have demons t ra led  that  they recognise the need,  lJleir ability a n d t  heir rigitl 
~o defend Ihemselves,  be il t h rough  campaigl'~S agahlsl lhe in'm'figralion and  nat ional i ty  tav,.s, or  on tile streets o f  l]rixlon, 
Snuth:dl and  "I'ox~.elh. The  State has  been unable  to r¢~;pond except in terms o f  even greater  repression, and  ill effecl the lriul o r  
fhe []radrord 12 represenls a trial o f  tile cnlire black c o m m u n i t y  for ils growing sp.ir[l o f  def iance to oppression.  Il is :l show 

The '4.ider imp l ica t ions  o f  Ibis t r ia l  are serious: a successful couv ic t ion  o f l h e  g radRl rd  12 wi l l  set a I 'urther precedent in  u,,il'ig 
the Conspi racy laws t~'i i n t im ida te  anyoue f rom organis ing outside t i le narrowest o f  o f f i c ia l  charulels in oppos i t ion  In the 
oppressive measures o f  l l le Bri t ish Slate. 11 ~mount:-~ In a ma jo r  po l i t ica l  at tack,  not on l y  on l l ie  black c o m n m n i l v ,  bu l  al,,o orl 
the labour  movement  as a who le  and on democra l ie  r ights in general.  Next l ime,  the Conspi racy laws wi l l  be used ag:linSl 
worker.~ l'i'iced v,'il ii redtlndanc_v and discussing p la lm ing  In occupy l h c k  fac lory ,  or  trade unloni.,,ts p la lm ing  nli]ila111 act ion i l l  
clefence o f  a disptl te. 

For ?,ti~lice lO be ,,con to be done,  al l  o l ' the  ct!,t'd"2es .'].g;llFISl Ihc Bradford  12 must  be dropped immed]a l¢ lv .  Tl'ds t r ia l  mt.l.sl be 
k!i}pi;~d~ 


