
There are also w o m e n  st i l l  there who 
wil l  carry on the work. 

NataUa and the two Tat ianas were  
forced to leave the  Soviet Union as the 
O l y m p i c s  star ted,  soon a f te r  C lub  Mar ia  
had made a public protest against the 
Soviet occupation of  Afghanistan. A 
Pol ish ex i l e  in t he  Sakharov  C o m m i t t e e  
in Denmark  heard o f  the i r  expulsion and 
brought Natalie over t o  t he  U N  con* 
ference. Refused press credentials and 
permission t o  speak, Nata l ia  gave a p r e ~  
conference outs ide  the  conference 
centre. La te r  several o f  us f rom f em in i s t  
magazines t a l ked  with her - through , 
translators - at the Potish woman's 
f ia t .  
i t  is very  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  w o m e n  in t he  
Sov ie t  U n i o n  t h a t  I was able t o  come 
and speak o u t  f o r  w o m e n  dur ing  th is  
conference. O u r  ma in  a im  is t o  s top  
w o m e n  in Russia being slaves so a 
w o m e n ' s  consciousness can deve lop .  
S u p p o r t  here gives w o m e n  there  
courage. 

Whi te Western w o m e n  k n o w  t h e y  
ere u n e q u a l  Sov ie t  w o m e n  are con- 
s tan t l y  t o l d  they  are equal .  In ou r  
coun t r y  al l  real and in terest ing 
quest ions are suppressed - the  rel igious 

quest ion,  t he  ques t ion  o f  racism in t he  
Sov ie t  Un ion ,  and the  ques t ion  o f  
w o m e n ,  w h i c h  concerns ha l f  t he  
p o p u l a t i o n  and is t he  m o s t  suppressed 
o f  al l .  
What  w i l l  happen  t o  y o u r  m o v e m e n t  
n o w ?  
I f  those st i l l  there  d o n ' t  ge t  k n o w n  and 
can survive as a conspiracy, t he  move-  
m e n t  can deve lop  qu i ck l y .  Everyone 
w h o  k n o w s  o f  us, suppor ts  us --  al l  
those w h o  hear and d o  n o t  fear. 

H o w  wit~ y o u  con t i nue  n o w  so m a n y  
i m p o r t a n t  women  are in  exi /e? 
We were t r oub led  w h e n  they  t o l d  us we  
had t o  go. In May ,  w h e n  we  f e l t  t hey  
were  spying on  us, w e  prepared fo r  tha t .  
Maybe  i t 's  because we  were  pray ing so 
much  t h a t  w e  f ound  some w o m e n  w h o  
w i l l  con t i nue  ou r  w o r k .  Ve ry  ta len ted ,  
act ive and self-sacrif icing w o m e n .  T h e y  
are n o t  j us t  f r o m  Leningrad,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
w a n t  t o  say where  and give a c lue  t o  t he  
K G B I  
H o w  much  o f  a re/ igiou$ i den t i t y  does 
the g roup  have? 
For  some reason a lmos t  al l  our  members  
are Chr ist ian - mos t l y  O r t h o d o x ,  some 
Bap:tists and a few Cathol ics.  

T h e  s i t ua t i on  fo r  us is d i f f e ren t  f r o m  
t h a t  in Western Europe. In you r  
countr ies,  t he  s i t ua t i on  o f  w o m e n  is 
comp l i ca ted ,  in some aspects bet te r ,  
some worse. In Russia t he  s i tua t ion  o f  
w o m e n  is bad in al l  aspects. We under-  
s tood w e  were  l iv ing in a Satanic w o r l d .  
F r o m  al l  a round we  were  sur rounded 
by  hate. When w e  w a k e  up  in t he  
m o r n i n g  we  feel ha te  f r o m  ou r  hus- 
bands; we  m e e t  ou r  ne ighbours  in t he  
c o m m u n a l  f l a t  and feel  hate;  we  m e e t  
ha t red in t he  magazines, t he  buses, a t  
wo rk .  The re  is no  place t o  h ide f r o m  
hat red.  Y o u  can o n l y  h ide  beh ind love. 
So step by  step, t h rough  love,  w o m e n  
come to  G o d ,  G o d  is love. T h e y  pray 
t o  G o d  and i t  saves t h e m  f r o m  the  hate  
wa i t i ng  everywhere.  In ou r  c o u n t r y  
re l ig ion is saving us, i t 's  n o t  t he  same as 
in you r  countr ies.  I 'm  ta l k i ng  abou t  
w h a t  we  feel in ou r  souls,  n o t  w h a t  w e  
are t o l d  in ou r  churches. 

t t h o u g h t  Woman and Russia gave a 
g o o d  analysis o f  pa t r i a rchy  b u t  d i d n ' t  
ana/yse the  church  as i t  d i d  o t h e r  
inst i tu  t ions o f  patr iarchy.  
Women there  have become reproducers,  
~ike animals.  When we  ta l ked  a b o u t  
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ONE WINS 
ONE LOSES 
The daily newspapers reported 
the decision on July 30 to al low 
Nasira Begum, an Asian woman 
threatened with deportation 
because her British husband 
deserted her, to remain in this 
country. They failed to  report 
another case being announced on 
the same day by the adjudicator 
which did not  have such a happy 
ending. Anwar Ditta, a British- 
born Asian woman, was refused 
permission to  bring her three 
children from Pakistan to join her 
here. 

Anwar and her husband entered 
Britain under the wrong 
procedure, though both were 
Legally allowed to enter. The Home 
Office had never previousW raised 
the issue of their entry and does 
not  dispute their right to stay. In 
his decision, the adjudicator l ook  
these irregularities as the sole 
reason for disbelieving that  the 
children are Anwar's, despite the 
substantia! evidence put  before 
him that they are hers. 

Sushuma Lai, Anwer's solicitor 
at the Manchester Law Centre 
(which also handled Nasira's case} 
believes the authorities did not 
th ink ~t wise to ~efuse both 
applications, and so chose to a l low 
Nasira to stay as it would have 
been more di f f icul t  to deport her 
than it is to  refuse Anwar's chil- 
dren entry. $ushuma believes : 
the two cases were purposely 

unusual t w o  a r id  o half m o n t h s  
unti l  Nasira's was heard. 

Anwa?'s onFy recourse is tO 
take an appeal to a tribunal, if she 
is given leave to  do so. But as 
Sushuma says, that  would entail 
convincing three people instead of 
just one, and they are all of the 
same 'persuasion'. 

Pat Fit~simons and Kath McKay 

The Anwar  Dit to Defence Com- 
mittee continues, hoping to get 
firmer rod ts in/ocal communities 
and m become a bigger, more 
national campaign. In October e 
march wi// go from Anwar's home 
town, Rochda/e, round al l  the Inca/ 
towns. On November29 there's to 
be a national demonstration in 
London, where her appeal wi// be 
heard. Contact the Committee at  
t27 Crawford St, Rochda/e 
Monations welcome). 

Rigged exam? 
Tecd~ers in East Devon suspect 
that this year's 1 t-plus results in 
• a county have bean secretly 
rigged against girls. Unti~ now, 
places at grammer schools have 
officially been allocated in equal 
numbers to girls and boys, even 
though girls as a whole get higher 
marks. In other words, girls have 
t o  get a higher mar~< to  pass. 

This t ime, in the name of the 
Sex Discrimination Act. the 
education authority said i t  would 
give places purely on marks. From 
all the evidence over many years 
and from all over the country, P everyone expected that  more girls 
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